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THIS  DISTANCE  LEARNING  ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET 


When  you  are  registered  for  distance  learning  courses,  you  are  expected  to  regularly  submit  completed 
assignments  for  correction.  Try  to  submit  each  section  of  assignments  as  soon  as  you  complete  it.  Do  not  submit 
more  than  one  Assignment  Booklet  in  one  subject  at  the  same  time.  Before  submitting  your  section  assignments 
or  your  Assignment  Booklet,  please  check  the  following: 

•  Are  all  the  assignments  completed?  If  not,  explain  why. 

•  Has  your  work  been  reread  to  ensure  accuracy  in  spelling  and  details? 

•  Is  the  booklet  cover  filled  out  and  the  correct  module  label  attached? 

MAILING 

1 .  Postage  Regulations 

Do  not  enclose  letters  with  your  assignments  or  Assignment  Booklets. 
Send  all  letters  in  a  separate  envelope. 

2.  Postage  Rates 

Put  your  assignments  or  Assignment  Booklet  in  an  envelope  and  take  it  to  the  post  office  and  have  it 
weighed.  Attach  sufficient  postage  and  seal  the  envelope.  Assignment  Booklets  will  travel  faster  if  sufficient 
postage  is  used  and  if  they  are  in  large  envelopes  that  do  not  exceed  two  centimetres  in  thickness. 

FAXING 

1 .  Assignment  Booklets  may  be  faxed  to  the  school  with  which  you  are  registered.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the 
appropriate  fax  number. 

2.  All  faxing  costs  are  the  responsibility  of  the  sender. 
E-MAILING 

It  may  be  possible  to  e-mail  your  completed  assignments  to  the  school  with  which  you  are  registered.  Contact 
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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  2A 
SOCIAL  STUDIES  9  -  MODULE  2 
THE  AMERICAN  ECONOMY 

Your  mark  on  this  module  will  be  determined  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments  in  the 
Assignment  Booklets. 

Work  slowly  and  carefully.  If  you  are  having  difficulties,  go  back  and  review  the  appropriate 
section. 

There  are  two  section  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet.  The  total  value  of  these 
assignments  is  50  marks.  The  value  of  each  assignment  is  stated  in  the  left  margin. 

Be  sure  to  proofread  the  assignment  carefully. 

Section  1  Assignment:  The  American  Entrepreneur 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

For  each  of  the  following,  select  the  best  answer.  Circle  the  letter  of  your  choice. 

1.  Which  definition  is  basically  a  definition  of  an  entrepreneur? 

A.  a  person  who  develops  new  inventions 

B.  a  person  who  invests  in  the  stock  market 

C.  a  person  who  risks  a  loss  to  make  a  profit 

D.  a  person  who  lends  money  to  new  businesses 

2.  To  an  entrepreneur,  the  role  of  government  in  a  nation's  economy  should  be  to 

A.  stimulate  the  growth  of  the  economy 

B.  create  corporations  people  can  invest  in 

C.  encourage  all  the  business  activity  it  can 

D.  expand  the  services  it  gives  to  the  public 

3.  Which  American  entrepreneur  pioneered  the  use  of  assembly  line  manufacturing? 

A.  Lucille  Ball 

B.  Henry  Ford 

C.  Donald  Trump 

D.  John  D.  Rockefeller 
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4.  Which  American  entrepreneur  developed  innovative  television  techniques  that  became 
standard  practice  in  the  industry? 

A.  Lucille  Ball 

B.  Henry  Ford 

C.  Donald  Trump 

D.  John  D.  Rockefeller 

5.  Which  American  entrepreneur  was  first  associated  with  the  growth  of  monopoly  capitalism? 

A.  Lucille  Ball 

B.  Henry  Ford 

C.  Donald  Trump 

D.  John  D.  Rockefeller 

6.  Which  description  best  describes  Henry  Ford's  concept  of  mass  production? 

A.  Vast  factories  manufacture  very  high  quality  goods. 

B.  Large  numbers  of  workers  are  hired  to  produce  goods. 

C.  Huge  outputs  of  goods  keep  consumer  prices  low. 

D.  High  numbers  of  goods  means  high  demand  and  high  prices. 

7.  As  entrepreneurs,  Donald  Trump  and  Henry  Ford  are  most  similar  in  that  both 

A.  believed  profit  lay  in  selling  expensive  goods 

B.  developed  brilliant  technological  innovations 

C.  believed  in  individual  initiative  and  hard  work 

D.  developed  ways  to  produce  goods  more  quickly 

8.  Which  entrepreneur  could  be  criticized  for  setting  up  companies  that  limited  the  consumer's 
free  choice  of  products? 

A.  Lucille  Ball 

B.  Henry  Ford 

C.  Donald  Trump 

D.  John  D.  Rockefeller 

9.  The  entrepreneurial  activities  of  Henry  Ford  and  John  D.  Rockefeller  affected  the  American 
quality  of  life  in  a  similar  way  because  both 

A.  pioneered  new  techniques  of  mass  production 

B.  created  massive  monopolies  in  their  industries 

C.  produced  low-cost,  high-quality  consumer  goods 

D.  stimulated  the  growth  of  the  transportation  industry 
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Use  the  following  comments  to  answer  questions  10  to  13. 

Speaker  1:  Without  entrepreneurs,  the  American  quahty  of  life  would  have  suffered. 

Entrepreneurs  provide  both  the  employment  and  the  new  products  that  make  our 
lives  much  easier.  Their  freedom  to  act  should  never  be  controlled. 

Speaker  2:  Entrepreneurs  are  motivated  by  nothing  more  than  greed.  If  they  benefit  our  quality 
of  life,  it  is  simply  by  accident.  Self-interest  is  their  only  guiding  principle. 

Speaker  3:  Entrepreneurial  activity  in  America  has  been  a  source  of  economic  growth  and  much 
that  is  good  has  come  from  it.  There  has  been  a  dark  side  to  it,  but  overall  its  impact 
has  been  positive. 

Speaker  4:  Entrepreneurial  activity  can  benefit  the  American  quality  of  life,  but  it  cannot  be  left 
uncontrolled.  A  balance  has  to  be  established  between  freedom  and  regulation.  No 
one  person  should  monopolize  an  industry. 

10.  Based  on  the  opinion  expressed  by  Speaker  1,  which  of  the  following  entrepreneurs  would 
have  had  the  least  impact  on  the  American  quality  of  life? 

A.  Lucille  Ball 

B.  Henry  Ford 

C.  Donald  Trump 

D.  John  D.  Rockefeller 

11.  The  person  who  would  have  been  most  willing  to  limit  John  D.  Rockefeller's  domination  of 
the  American  oil-refining  industry  is  Speaker 

A.  1 

B.  2 

C.  3 

D.  4 

12.  Restrictions  should  have  been  placed  on  powerful  entrepreneurs  according  to  the  views  of 
Speakers 

A.  1  and  4 

B.  2  and  3 

C.  2  and  4 

D.  3  and  4 

13.  What  role  would  Speaker  4  expect  entrepreneurs  to  play  in  improving  the  American  quality 
of  life? 

A.  They  should  be  allowed  unlimited  freedom  to  operate. 

B.  They  should  be  totally  committed  to  serve  consumers. 

C.  They  should  be  allowed  to  operate  within  reasonable  limits. 

D.  They  should  be  totally  controlled  by  government  legislation. 
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14.  In  this  section  you  learned  about  four  entrepreneurs:  John  D.  Rockefeller,  Henry  Ford, 
Lucille  Ball,  and  Donald  Trump.  From  your  study  of  these  four  entrepreneurs,  select 
qualitites  that  you  consider  the  most  important  to  being  successful,  and  explain  why  you 
think  these  qualities  are  so  important. 
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Section  2  Assignment:  Labour  and  IVIanagement 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
25  )  places. 


® 


1 .   Select  the  appropriate  term  from  the  list  to  complete  each  of  the  following  statements. 

•  collective  bargaining  •  labour 

•  binding  arbitration  •  management 

•  labour  unions  •  mediation 

a.  The  role  of  is  to  produce  goods  and  services  so  that  they 

can  be  sold  to  other  people. 

b.  are  made  up  of  groups  of 

workers  that  have  joined  together  in  order  to  protect  or  promote  their  common  interests. 

c.  Those  people  whose  job  it  is  to  direct  the  operations  of  a  business  are  referred  to  as 


d.  When  representatives  of  the  employees  sit  down  with  representatives  of  the  owners  to 

discuss  items  such  as  salary  and  working  conditions,  

 is  taking  place. 

e.  When  a  third  party  settles  a  dispute  between  labour  and  management  by  arranging  a 
settlement  that  both  must  accept,  the  process  is  called  


f.    Sometimes  when  negotiations  between  labour  and  management  break  down,  a 

go-between  is  called  in  to  assist  both  sides  in  reaching  a  fair  agreement.  This  process  is 

called  
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Read  the  following  scenario  and  then  respond  to  the  questions  that  come  after. 

You  are  a  worker  at  ABC  Mobiles  Ltd.,  which  manufactures  mobile  offices  for  construction 
and  oil  and  gas  companies.  Over  the  years,  the  union  has  bargained  with  the  employer  and 
has  negotiated  good  contracts  for  the  workers.  Wages  range  from  $10.50  to  $15.00  per  hour, 
depending  on  experience.  Workers  usually  work  40  hours  a  week.  They  have  three  weeks 
paid  vacation  each  year  and  a  pension  plan,  which  the  company  contributes  to.  As  a  union 
representative  for  your  fellow  workers,  you  have  played  a  part  in  obtaining  many  of  these 
benefits. 

The  business  has  been  operating  for  17  years  and,  until  recently,  has  made  reasonable  profits. 
In  the  last  three  years,  however,  there  has  been  a  decline  in  sales  as  a  result  of  decreased 
activity  in  the  oil  and  gas  industry.  Unemployment  in  the  area  is  rising  as  other  related 
industries  feel  the  economic  impact  and  begin  to  lay  off  workers. 

Because  of  the  slowdown  in  the  economy,  ABC  Mobiles  Ltd.  is  in  danger  of  folding. 
Management  has  announced  that  it  has  come  up  with  the  following  plan  in  order  to  save  the 
company. 

•  Wages  will  be  rolled  back  $2.50  per  hour  for  every  worker.  (This  would  mean  about 
$400.00  less  per  month.) 

•  All  workers  will  lose  one  week  of  annual  holidays. 

•  The  company  will  reduce  its  contributions  to  the  workers'  pension  fund. 

2.   a.    If  this  proposal  goes  ahead,  you  will  see  your  income  drop  by  $100.00  per  week.  As  a 
worker,  how  do  you  feel  about  this?  Why? 
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b.   As  a  union  leader,  what  do  you  feel  is  your  duty  to  the  other  workers  in  the  plant? 


3.   At  a  union  meeting,  workers  are  angry  about  the  possible  cutbacks.  Some  of  the  workers  at 


the  meeting  are  calling  for  a  strike. 


a.    What  might  be  the  advantages  for  the  workers  of  such  action? 


b.   What  might  be  the  disadvantages  for  the  workers  of  such  action? 
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c.    How  do  you  respond  to  their  concerns?  What  do  you  recommend  to  your  fellow 
workers? 


® 


Now  put  your  self  in  a  management  position. 


As  a  member  of  the  management  team  of  ABC  Mobiles  Ltd.,  you  are  aware  of  the 
resentment  that  the  workers  have  toward  the  proposed  cutbacks.  A  strike  by  the  production 
workers  would  mean  that  ABC  Mobiles  could  not  fulfil  its  contracts.  As  well,  a  strike  could 
cause  a  loss  of  future  contracts.  Your  company  could  hire  replacement  workers,  but  they 
would  have  to  be  trained  and  production  would  slow  down. 

4.   a.    As  a  member  of  the  management  team  of  ABC  Mobiles  Ltd.,  what  is  your  duty  toward 
the  company? 


b.   As  a  member  of  management,  do  you  feel  that  you  have  a  responsibility  to  workers  in  the 
plant? 
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5.   The  board  of  directors  has  heard  that  there  is  a  possiblity  of  a  strike  or  a  work  slowdown.  The 
board  asks  your  opinion  of  the  situation  and  what  suggestions  you  have.  What  do  you  tell 
them? 
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•  I  have  completed  the  activities  to  prepare  myself  for  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet. 

•  I  completed  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  by  myself. 
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